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Introduction  - Public  Access  Producership 

Policies, Responsibilities  &  Privileges 

THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MANCHESTER PUBLIC TELEVISION SERVICE, INC. (MPTS), HAS 

INSTITUTED A PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE CABLE TELEVISION ORIGINATION SYSTEM TO ENABLE CITIZENS TO ENGAGE IN THE 

CREATION AND PRESENTATION OF BOTH INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY-ORIENTED PROGRAMMING. PUBLIC ACCESS 

OPPORTUNITIES EXPLICITLY EXCLUDE GOVERNMENT OR EDUCATION ACCESS.   

ACCESS TO CABLE TELEVISION IS PRESENTLY FACILITATED THROUGH THE CITY/COMCAST CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT. 

ALL ASPECTS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC ACCESS, INCLUDING SERVICES AND CORRESPONDING  POLICIES, ARE DULY 

REFERENCED WITHIN THIS DOCUMENT. THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF MANCHESTER PUBLIC TELEVISION SERVICE, 

INC., APPROVED AS OF JULY 1, 2010, HAVE BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY REVISED AS OF JANUARY 1, 2024. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CABLE COMMUNICATIONS POLICY ACT OF 1984 ("CABLE ACT 47 U.S.C. §521 ET SEQ., 

ENACTED BY THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, THE CABLE ACT STIPULATES THAT A FRANCHISING  AUTHORITY,  NAMELY 

THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, IS EMPOWERED TO MANDATE A CABLE OPERATOR, COMCAST, TO ALLOCATE CHANNEL 

CAPACITY FOR THE PURPOSES OF PEG ACCESS PROGRAMMING WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK  OF THE FRANCHISE 

AGREEMENT  UNDER WHICH CABLE SERVICES ARE PROVIDED TO THE COMMUNITY. 

THIS STATUTORY PROVISION IS ELUCIDATED IN 47 U.S.C. §531. THE CABLE ACT ADDITIONALLY EMPOWERS THE 

FRANCHISING AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH RULES AND PROCEDURES GOVERNING THE UTILIZATION OF THE DESIGNATED 

CHANNEL CAPACITY FOR PEG PROGRAMMING AND TO ENFORCE ANY STIPULATIONS WITHIN ANY FRANCHISE 

[AGREEMENT]  CONCERNING THE PROVISION OR UTILIZATION OF SAID CHANNEL CAPACITY. REFERENCE IS MADE TO ID. 

§531(B),(C). THE CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, ADOPTED IN OCTOBER 2000 AND 

SUBSEQUENTLY  RENEWED, EXPLICITLY OUTLINES THAT THE ACCESS PROVIDER IS TASKED WITH FORMULATING  THE  

REGULATIONS,  PROTOCOLS, AND GUIDELINES GOVERNING THE USAGE OF THE PEG ACCESS CHANNELS, AS DETAILED IN 

ARTICLE 7.1(5). 

CHANNEL 8 ON THE COMCAST CABLE SYSTEM WITHIN MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, IS THE DESIGNATED  PLATFORM 

FOR  PUBLIC ACCESS. ALL COMCAST SUBSCRIBERS RESIDING WITHIN MANCHESTER ARE AFFORDED ACCESS TO THIS 

CHANNEL. 

FOR EASE OF REFERENCE, ESSENTIAL FACILITY INFORMATION IS AS FOLLOWS: THE MANCHESTER PUBLIC TELEVISION 

SERVICE (MPTS) IS SITUATED AT "9 CANAL STREET IN MANCHESTER, NH. OPERATING HOURS ARE CONVENIENTLY 

ACCESSIBLE VIA THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE, WWW.MANCHESTERTV.ORG . 

  



 

  

Section 1 - Responsibilities and Privileges of 

Producership 

 

1.1.1 - PRODUCERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS AND CONDITIONS 

A  "PRODUCER" ASSUMES THE PRIMARY ROLE IN PROVIDING CONTENT FOR THE CHANNEL. THE UTILIZATION OF PUBLIC 

ACCESS SERVICES THROUGH PRODUCERSHIP AT MPTS NECESSITATES ADHERENCE TO ALL STIPULATIONS OUTLINED IN 

THESE POLICIES & PROCEDURES. THIS INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: RESIDENCY WITHIN  MANCHESTER, NH; 

ATTAINING A MINIMUM AGE OF EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS; COMPLETION OF A DULY SIGNED STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE; 

AND THE FULFILLMENT  OF THE REQUISITE FEE PAYMENT. 

1.1.2 - STUDIO AND PRODUCTION ACCESS 

PRODUCERS, ALONG WITH THEIR GUESTS, ARE GRANTED STANDARD ACCESS TO THE DESIGNATED STUDIO/PRODUCTION 

SPACE DURING REGULAR WORKING HOURS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT. 

1.1.3 - EQUIPMENT USAGE 

PRODUCERS ARE ENTITLED TO UTILIZE DESIGNATED PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT ON LOAN, OUTSIDE THE FACILITY 

PREMISES, FOR THE EXPLICIT PURPOSE OF CREATING PROGRAMS. 

1.1.4 - PROGRAM SUBMISSION AND TIMESLOTS 

 ALL PRODUCERS POSSESS THE RIGHT TO SUBMIT PRE-RECORDED PROGRAMMING FOR AIRING ON THE CHANNEL. 

DESIGNATION FOR A SPECIFIC TIMESLOT, HOWEVER, IS SOLELY AVAILABLE TO PRODUCERS. 

1.1.5 - TECHNICAL AND PRODUCTION ASSISTANCE 

PRODUCERS ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE TECHNICAL AND PRODUCTION SUPPORT FROM STAFF MEMBERS WHENEVER 

SUCH ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE AND DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

 

1.2 - TIERS OF PRODUCERSHIP 

1.2.1 - ACCESS PRODUCER PRODUCERSHIPS 

PRODUCERS ARE ENTITLED TO A WEEKLY 30-MINUTE PROGRAM SLOT, AS WELL AS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT 

SPECIAL LONGER PROGRAMS AS AND IF THE OPPORTUNITY ALLOWS IN ACCORDANCE BY 

STAFF ASSIGNMENT. THIS INCLUDES ACCESS TO STUDIO FACILITIES WITH STAFF ASSISTANCE, AND UTILIZATION OF FIELD 

PRODUCTION  EQUIPMENT. 

 



1.2.2 - PRODUCERSHIP IS MEMBER-BASED 

PRODUCERSHIPS ARE EFFECTIVE FOR A ONE-YEAR PERIOD, COMMENCING FROM THE INITIAL MONTH OF ENROLLMENT. 

MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS EITHER IN PERSON OR VIA MAIL PERTAINING TO THE RENEWAL OF THEIR 

PRODUCERSHIP STATUS. 

 

SECTION 2 - PROGRAMMING AND SCHEDULING 

ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES SUCH AS "FIRST-COME" AND "FREE SPEECH" NECESSITATE PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION.  

REGRETTABLY, SPACE AND TIME  CONSTRAINTS  IMPOSE  LIMITATIONS,  PREVENTING  SIMULTANEOUS,  INDEFINITE, AND 

UNCONSTRAINED  ACTIONS  IN THE SAME VENUE. PHYSICAL LAWS GOVERN SUCH ENDEAVORS, AND ACCESS 

ORGANIZATIONS ARE TASKED WITH REASONABLE RESOURCE ALLOCATION. AFTER SUBMISSION, MPTS STAFF WILL 

ARRANGE PROGRAMMING TO MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT SCHEDULE FOR THE MANCHESTER VIEWERSHIP. 

2.1 - INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

2.1.1 - CONTENT RESPONSIBILITY 

INDIVIDUALS SUBMITTING PROGRAMMING FOR AIRING ON THE ACCESS CHANNEL ASSUME PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

INDEMNIFYING MPTS FROM LEGAL ACTION ARISING FROM PROGRAM CABLECASTING. 

2.1.2 - SUBMISSION IS COMPLIANCE 

THE SUBMISSION  OF CONTENT  IMPLIES CONFIRMATION THAT THE PROGRAM DOES NOT CONTAIN ILLEGAL MATERIAL. 

THIS ENCOMPASSES BUT IS NOT CONFINED TO: A. UNLAWFUL USE OF COPYRIGHTED  CONTENT  B. ADVERTISING   

PROMOTING  COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS/SERVICES C. MATERIAL VIOLATING LOCAL, STATE, OR FEDERAL OBSCENITY, 

INDECENCY, OR DEFAMATION  LAWS D. UNLAWFUL INVASION OF PRIVACY 

2.2 - PROGRAMMING SCHEDULING 

2.2.1 - REGULAR SERIES PROGRAMMING 

INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM SUBMISSIONS ARE ALLOCATED A REGULAR CABLECAST TIMESLOT. PRODUCERS MUST RECORD 

AND DELIVER THEIR PROGRAM AT LEAST ONE BUSINESS DAY PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED PLAYBACK, AIMING FOR TIMELY 

PRESENTATION. 

2.2.2 - FREQUENCY LIMIT 

MPTS WILL SCHEDULE A MAXIMUM OF ONE REGULAR SERIES PROGRAM PER PRODUCER IN A SEVEN-DAY  PERIOD. 

2.2.3 - MINIMUM PLAYBACK 

EACH REGULAR SERIES PROGRAM WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR AT LEAST ONE PLAYBACK. ADDITIONAL  PLAYBACKS MAY BE 

ARRANGED IF SPACE ALLOWS. 

2.2.4 - ACTIVE PRODUCERS 

PRODUCERS SUBMITTING  A MINIMUM OF TWO PROGRAMS PER MONTH WILL BE CABLECAST WEEKLY. THOSE 

SUBMITTING ONE OR FEWER PROGRAMS MAY RECEIVE A ROTATING TIMESLOT, CABLECAST BIWEEKLY. 

 



2.3.3 - RESPONSIBLE PROGRAMMING 

PRODUCERS ARE EXPECTED TO EXERCISE VIGILANCE IN IDENTIFYING PROGRAMMING THAT MIGHT BE UNSUITABLE FOR 

YOUNGER AUDIENCES. MPTS MAINTAINS THE RIGHT TO REGULATE CABLECAST CONTENT CONTAINING EXCESSIVE 

VIOLENCE, OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE, NUDITY, OR EXPLICIT SEXUAL MATERIAL. THIS IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING A SAFE 

AND INCLUSIVE VIEWING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL AUDIENCE MEMBERS. 

MILD AND STRONG ADULT CONTENT: DESIGNED FOR MATURE AUDIENCES, IS PERMISSIBLE BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 5 

AM. SUCH CONTENT MAY INCLUDE OCCASIONAL STRONG LANGUAGE, HARD VIOLENCE, AND BRIEF, NON-SEXUAL 

NUDITY. IT CLOSELY RESEMBLES WHAT VIEWERS TYPICALLY ENCOUNTER IN STRONGER MPAA* PG-13 RATED MATERIAL 

AND CERTAIN R RATED MATERIAL, OR ON SOME NETWORK BROADCAST AND CABLECAST TELEVISION (TV-MA) AFTER 

MIDNIGHT. 

STRONG ADULT CONTENT: INTENDED SOLELY FOR MATURE AUDIENCES, MAY INCLUDE CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED 

"INDECENT "   SPEECH. 

THIS CONTENT CATEGORY MAY BE AIRED BETWEEN 1 AM AND 4 AM. IT INCLUDES MORE FREQUENT AND INTENSE 

DEPICTIONS OF VIOLENCE OR NUDITY THAT SURPASS BRIEF OR INFREQUENT USES. THIS 

CATEGORY IS AKIN TO WHAT VIEWERS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO SEEING IN STRONGER MPAA* R, NC-17, AND X RATED 

MATERIAL, OR ON CERTAIN CABLE TV PAY-CHANNELS OR PAY-PER-VIEW CHANNELS. 

2.3.4 - ENCOURAGING DIALOGUE AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

MPTS FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT WHEN CONFRONTED WITH CONTROVERSIAL YET LEGAL CONTENT IN PROGRAMMING, THE 

RESPONSE SHOULD PRIORITIZE ENCOURAGING MORE DISCOURSE OVER ENFORCING SILENCE. ADDITIONALLY , MPTS IS 

BOUND BY LEGAL CONSTRAINTS THAT PROHIBIT CENSORSHIP OR CONTENT CONTROL. 

THOSE WHO DISAGREE WITH A PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO PRODUCE COUNTER-PROGRAMMING OR OFFER AN 

OPPOSING VIEWPOINT. UPON RECEIVING A REQUEST FOR CABLECAST FOR ANY PROGRAM, MPTS RETAINS THE RIGHT TO 

INFORM THE PUBLIC OF THE INTENT TO CABLECAST A PARTICULAR PROGRAM, ALLOWING SEGMENTS OF THE 

COMMUNITY TO RESPOND. 

2.04.5 - BREACH OF ADULT PROGRAMMING GUIDELINES 

VIOLATION OF THE SAFE HAVEN POLICY REGARDING ADULT PROGRAMMING WILL BE CLASSIFIED AS A MAJOR OFFENSE 

(SEE SECTION 5.04.5 FAILURE OF DISCLOSURE). THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, THE CABLE FRANCHISER, AND MPTS 

EMPHASIZE THE CONSIDERATION THAT CABLECAST PROGRAMS REACH HOUSEHOLDS ACROSS MANCHESTER. GIVEN THE 

POSSIBILITY OF CHILDREN VIEWING UNSUPERVISED, PRODUCERS ARE URGED TO RESPONSIBLY DECIDE WHEN TO 

SCHEDULE  PROGRAMS CONTAINING  CONTROVERSIAL CONTENT. PRODUCERS SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS TO NOTIFY STAFF 

OF ANY SUCH CONTENT BEFORE CABLECASTING. 

CONTENT CATEGORIES  REQUIRING CAUTION: 

A. ADULT LANGUAGE: LANGUAGE OR SLANG ALLUDING TO SEXUAL SITUATIONS OR HUMAN EXCRETORY FUNCTIONS. B. 

EXTREME VIOLENCE: GRAPHIC DEPICTIONS OF EXTREME VIOLENCE, HUMAN OR ANIMAL  MUTILATION, TORTURE, OR 

DEATH. C. NUDITY: SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE HUMAN NUDITY. D. SEXUAL CONTENT: SEXUAL ACTS OR DEPICTIONS  IN 

ANY CONTEXT. 

 



2.04.6 - PROHIBITED ILLEGAL PROGRAMMING 

IFS IMPERATIVE TO NOTE THAT THE COURTS HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT "XXX "   OR " HARDCORE"   PORNOGRAPHY 

QUALIFIES AS LEGALLY OBSCENE AND IS PROHIBITED FROM BEING CABLECAST ON PUBLIC ACCESS. SUCH 

CONSTITUTIONALLY UNPROTECTED MATERIAL IS NEVER PERMISSIBLE ON THE CHANNEL. PRODUCERS OF SUCH 

MATERIAL MAY FACE LEGAL ACTION. 

PROHIBITION EXAMPLES INCLUDE: 

A. INFORMATION ABOUT LOTTERIES, GIFT ENTERPRISES, OR SIMILAR SCHEMES OFFERING PRIZES BASED ON CHANCE.  

B. MATERIAL DESIGNED TO DEFRAUD VIEWERS OR OBTAIN MONEY FRAUDULENTLY. 

C. INDECENT OR OBSCENE MATERIAL. 

2.04.7 - COPYRIGHT COMPLIANCE 

PRODUCERS PROVIDING PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAMMING ARE REQUIRED TO INFORM MPTS WHETHER THEIR PROGRAMS 

INVOLVE COPYRIGHTED OR ROYALTY-BOUND MATERIAL. IF AFFIRMATIVE, PRODUCERS MIGHT BE ASKED TO PROVIDE 

EVIDENCE OF CLEARANCES AND AGREEMENTS WITH PROGRAM, COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK, OR SERVICE MARK OWNERS 

BEFORE PRODUCING CONTENT IN MPTS FACILITIES. SEE ALSO SECTION 8.0 OF THIS DOCUMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 

2.5 - SCHEDULED SERIES PROGRAMMING 

2.5.1 - SERIES STATUS ALLOCATION PRODUCERS SUBMITTING SHOWS TO MPTS WILL BE GRANTED " SERIES STATUS,"    

ENSURING A CONSISTENT TIMESLOT THROUGHOUT  THE SEASON. 

2.5.2 - DURATION AND SUBMISSION SERIES PROGRAMMING MUST ADHERE TO SPECIFIC TIME LIMITS: HALF-HOUR 

SERIES SHOULD NOT EXCEED 29 MINUTES AND 30 SECONDS. LONGER PROGRAMMING SHOULD NOT SURPASS 59 

MINUTES. THESE PROGRAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE BUSINESS DAY PRIOR TO THEIR SCHEDULED 

CABLECAST. 

2.5.3 - CONTINUOUS REVIEW OF SERIES STATUS SERIES STATUS WILL BE SUBJECT TO ONGOING  REVIEW. WHILE 

MAINTAINING A CONSISTENT TIMESLOT FROM SEASON TO SEASON OR MONTH TO MONTH IS NOT GUARANTEED, MPTS 

MAY REALLOCATE TIMESLOTS IF A PRODUCER FAILS TO  UPHOLD THEIR  MINIMUM SERIES  COMMITMENT WITHOUT   

NOTICE. 

2.7 - PROGRAM OWNERSHIP 

PRODUCERS RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF THEIR PROGRAM CONTENT. MPTS MAY EXCERPT CABLECAST PROGRAMS FOR 

COMPETITIONS, CONTESTS, COMPLAINTS, OR LEGAL REVIEW. 

2.8 - RE-RUNS/FILE MANAGEMENT  

MPTS MAY LIMIT OR DENY RE-RUNS PROGRAMMING WITHIN ONE MONTH OF THE ORIGINAL BROADCAST DUE TO 

STORAGE LIMITATIONS. PRODUCERS WISHING TO RE-RUN CONTENT AFTER THIS PERIOD ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

MAINTAIN THEIR OWN COPIES FOR RE-SUBMISSION. 

 

 

 



SECTION 3 - EQUIPMENT USAGE AND ACCOUNTABI LITY 

3.1 - INITIAL PRESENTATION ON MPTS CHANNEL PROGRAMS PRODUCED USING MPTS EQUIPMENT  MUST HAVE 

THEIR INITIAL AIRING ON MPTS' CHANNEL. 

3.2 - EQUIPMENT USAGE RESPONSIBILITY ACCESS PRODUCERS ARE SOLELY AUTHORIZED TO USE EQUIPMENT 

CERTIFIED FOR THEIR USE AND ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE. VALID CONTACT INFORMATION  AND  

GOVERNMENT -ISSUED  IDENTIFICATION  COPIES MUST BE ON FILE WITH MPTS WHEN BORROWING EQUIPMENT. 

3.3 - EQUIPMENT RESERVATION A. EQUIPMENT RESERVATIONS FOLLOW A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED  BASIS AND 

ARE CONFIRMED UPON STAFF APPROVAL. B. RESERVATIONS, PICKUPS, AND RETURNS ADHERE TO DESIGNATED HOURS 

SPECIFIED BY MPTS. 

 

SECTION 4 - ETHICAL CONDUCT 

4.1 - CODE OF BEHAVIOR  

MPTS FACILITIES OPERATE AS A PROFESSIONAL WORKSPACE AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. ALL PARTICIPANTS 

(PRODUCERS, MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND GUESTS) ARE EXPECTED TO CONDUCT THEMSELVES RESPONSIBLY, REFRAIN 

FROM INTERFERING WITH ACTIVITIES, AND UPHOLD THE ORDERLY CONDUCT OF PROGRAMS. RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND 

THE MPTS ENVIRONMENT IS ESSENTIAL. MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE URGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LONG-TERM 

SUCCESS OF MANCHESTER PUBLIC TELEVISION SERVICE, INC. AND ITS OBJECTIVES. 

4.2 - DEFINITIONS 

4.2.1 - FACILITY SUSPENSION FACILITY PRIVILEGES, INCLUDING ACCESS, STUDIO USAGE, AND EQUIPMENT USE, MAY BE 

REVOKED UNDER FACILITY SUSPENSION. 

4.2.2 - UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR ACTIONS THAT DISRUPT THE WORKSPACE INCLUDE: 

• PERSONAL ATTACKS OR HARASSMENT, WHETHER SEXUAL, VERBAL, OR PHYSICAL. 

• LOUD AND DISRUPTIVE DISCUSSIONS OR YELLING. 

• LOITERING ON FACILITY PREMISES. 

• ANY BEHAVIOR THAT DISRUPTS THE WORK ENVIRONMENT. 

4.3 - RIGHT TO REFUSE SERVICE 

MPTS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DENY SERVICE TEMPORARILY OR PERMANENTLY, INITIATE SUSPENSIONS, APPLY 

DISCIPLINARY MEASURES, OR PURSUE LEGAL ACTION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS THAT INTERFERE WITH MPTS1 

S OPERATIONS, VIOLATE RULES, OR JEOPARDIZE EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES. 

4.4 - PREMISES REMOVAL REQUESTS 

MPTS STAFF MAY DEMAND IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

4.4.1 - ALCOHOL OR SUBSTANCE USE INDIVIDUALS USING, SELLING, OR DISPENSING ALCOHOL OR ILLEGAL 

SUBSTANCES ON MPTS PREMISES. 



4.4.2 - INFLUENCE OR BEHAVIOR INDIVIDUALS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SUBSTANCES, DISPLAYING IMPAIRED 

FACULTIES, OR ACTING IN A THREATENING MANNER. 

4.4.3 - DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT INDIVIDUALS INTERFERING WITH MPTS ACTIVITIES, FACILITIES, PROGRAMS, OR 

DISPLAYING INABILITY TO OPERATE EQUIPMENT. 

 

4.5 - MAJOR OFFENSES 

VIOLATIONS LEAD TO A ONE-MONTH (30-DAY) SUSPENSION OF EQUIPMENT USE AND FACILITY ACCESS. REPEAT 

OFFENSES CAN LEAD 

TO THE FORFEITURE OF PRODUCERSHIP AND PROGRAMMING RIGHTS. EXAMPLES OF MAJOR OFFENSES: 

• EQUIPMENT OR FACILITY THEFT, VANDALISM, OR INTENTIONAL DAMAGE. 

• PROVIDING FALSE INFORMATION ON FORMS. 

• UNAUTHORIZED FACILITY, CHANNEL, OR EQUIPMENT USE. 

• UNAUTHORIZED EQUIPMENT USE BY NON-CERTIFIED INDIVIDUALS. 

• THREATS, ASSAULT, OR HARASSMENT. 

• FALSE REPRESENTATION AS MPTS PERSONNEL. 

• UNAUTHORIZED EQUIPMENT MODIFICATION. 

• ANY VIOLATION OF MPTS POLICIES. 

• ACTIONS DEEMED ILLEGAL BY NH LAW. 

 

4.6 - FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABI LITY 

MEMBERS ARE FINANCIALLY LIABLE FOR LOST, DAMAGED, OR DESTROYED EQUIPMENT IN THEIR POSSESSION. FULL 

RESTITUTION MAY BE REQUIRED BEFORE FURTHER FACILITY USE IS GRANTED. 

 

4.7 - COMPLAINT RESOLUTION 

EFFORTS TO RESOLVE ISSUES SHOULD BEGIN AT THE STAFF LEVEL. ANY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP WHO WISHES TO FILE A 

COMPLAINT WITH MPTS REGARDING CONTENT OF PROGRAMMING ON THE PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNEL IS REQUIRED TO 

MEET IN-PERSONWITH THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MPTS AND IDENTIFY THE CONTENT DEEMED OBJECTIONABLE ; 

AND THAT, SUCH PERSON PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION AS TO THE IDENTITY OF THE COMPLAINANT AND THAT THE 

RESIDENCE OF THE COMPLAINANT BE IN THE CITY OF MANCHESTER. 

 



PUBLIC ACCESS PRODUCERS WHO ARE SUBSEQUENTLY REMOVED FOR MAJOR OFFENSES MUST AWAIT A FORMAL 

HEARING TO RE-ENTER PREMISES. COMPLAINTS AGAINST A PRODUCER UNDERGO REVIEW BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

WITH AN APPEAL PROCESS AS FOLLOWS: 

• COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WITH WRITTEN FINDINGS WITHIN 10 BUSINESS DAYS. 

• HEARING ARRANGED BY CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITHIN 10 BUSINESS DAYS OF 

WRITTEN FINDINGS. 

• BOARD'S DECISION IS FINAL AND BINDING. 

 

4.8 - VIEWER FEEDBACK PROCEDURE 

4.8.1 - VIEWER COMMENTS INCLUDE COMPLAINANT DETAILS, PROGRAM DESCRIPTION, AIR DATE AND TIME, AND 

COMMENT NATURE. COMPLAINANTS CAN RECEIVE PROGRAM PRODUCER CONTACT INFORMATION UPON REQUEST. 

4.8.2 - ILLEGAL CONTENT HANDLING 

FOR ILLEGAL CONTENT COMPLAINTS, MPTS FOLLOWS A PROCEDURE INVOLVING REVIEW, PROGRAM SUBMISSION, AND 

POTENTIAL LEGAL COUNSEL CONSULTATION. ILLEGAL CONTENT ENCOMPASSES LIBEL, OBSCENITY, PRIVACY INVASION, 

AND COPYRIGHT VIOLATIONS. 

4.8.3 - PROTECTED SPEECH 

" HATE SPEECH "  IS CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED UNLESS PRESENTING IMMINENT HARM. PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNELS 

ARE OBLIGATED TO CARRY IT BUT CAN ENGAGE COMMUNITIES, ACKNOWLEDGE HARM, AND ENCOURAGE COUNTER-

PROGRAMMING WHILE RESPECTING THE FIRST AMENDMENT. 

" FREEDOM TO THINK AS YOU WILL AND TO SPEAK AS YOU THINK ARE MEANS INDISPENSABLE TO THE DISCOVERY AND 

SPREAD OF POLITICAL TRUTH."  -JUSTICE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS 

  

SECTION 5 - FACILITY AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 

5.1  - PUBLIC RECORDS  

A PUBLIC FILE WILL BE MAINTAINED, CONTAINING COPIES OF PLAYBACK REQUEST FORMS AND PROGRAM LOGS. 

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE ARRANGED TO INSPECT THESE FILES DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 

5.2 - FEE TRANSPARENCY 

5.2.1 - LIST OF FEES MPTS SHALL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF APPLICABLE FEES FOR ACCESS SERVICES. THIS 

INCLUDES PRODUCERSHIP FEES, TAPE COSTS, AND SPECIAL SERVICE CHARGES. 

5.2.2 - FEE CHANGES ANY ALTERATIONS TO FEES WILL BE COMMUNICATED AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THEIR 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 



5.2.3 - PAYMENT REQUIREMENT  MPTS DOES NOT OFFER CREDIT SERVICES. ALL FEES MUST BE SETTLED BEFORE 

SERVICE DELIVERY. 

5.3 - MISREPRESENTATION ACCESS  PRODUCERS ARE PROHIBITED FROM FALSELY PRESENTING THEMSELVES AS MPTS 

EMPLOYEES OR AUTHORIZED SPOKESPERSONS. SUCH ACTIONS MAY LEAD TO ACCESS PRIVILEGES SUSPENSION. 

5.4 - FACILITY MAINTENANCE ALL USERS ARE EXPECTED TO CLEAN UP AFTER UTILIZING EQUIPMENT OR FACILITIES. 

5.5 - INDEMNIFICATION ACCESS CHANNEL USERS ARE OBLIGATED TO INDEMNIFY MPTS, THE MUNICIPALITY OF 

MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, AND THE LOCAL CABLE PROVIDER AGAINST ANY LIABILITIES ARISING FROM 

FACILITY/RESOURCE USE OR BREACHES OF OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES. 

5.6 - INTERPRETATION THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND DESIGNATED  REPRESENTATIVES  HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO 

INTERPRET THIS ACCESS PROVIDER BOARD•S OPERATING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. 

5.7 - AMENDMENTS THE MPTS PROVIDER BOARD RETAINS THE RIGHT TO AMEND THESE POLICIES AS NECESSARY. 

PRODUCERS, MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND STAFF WILL RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS OF ANY CHANGES. AMENDMENTS WILL 

BE PUBLICLY POSTED WITHIN 15 DAYS OF APPROVAL. 

 

DISCLAIMERS AND ADDENDUMS 

THE SIGNING PARTY OF THE CONTRACT ASSUMES LIABILITY FOR PROGRAM CONTENT AND GUARANTEES THAT 

SUBMITTED PROGRAM(S) TO MANCHESTER PUBLIC TELEVISION SERVICE, INC. FOR CABLECAST CONTAIN  NONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING: 

• ADVERTISING MATERIAL AIMING TO PROMOTE PRODUCTS, SERVICES, OR BUSINESSES FOR PROFIT-MAKING. 

• COMMERCIAL PROGRAMMING FOCUSED ON PROMOTING PRODUCTS, SERVICES, OR BUSINESSES FOR PROFIT-

MAKING. 

• DIRECT SOLICITATIONS OR APPEALS FOR FUNDS OR VALUABLES, EXCEPT FOR REGISTERED NON-PROFIT OR 

CHARITABLE AGENCIES IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

• MATERIAL DEEMED OBSCENE AS PER NEW HAMPSHIRE RSA CHAPTER(S) 645 AND 650:1. CABLE OPERATORS MAY 

DECLINE TO TRANSMIT PORTIONS OF PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAMS CONTAINING OBSCENITY, INDECENCY, OR NUDITY. 

• ANY PROGRAMMING ENDORSING OR PROMOTING LOTTERY OR GAMBLING ACTIVITIES CONTRARY TO LOCAL 

LAWS. 

• MATERIAL CONSTITUTING LIBEL, SLANDER, INVASION OF PRIVACY OR PUBLICITY RIGHTS, UNFAIR COMPETITION, 

TRADEMARK OR COPYRIGHT VIOLATIONS, OR OTHER UNPROTECTED SPEECH THAT MAY VIOLATE LOCAL, STATE, OR 

FEDERAL LAWS. 

• MATERIAL WITH A LIKELIHOOD OF CAUSING IMMEDIATE DANGER, PROPERTY DAMAGE, HARM TO INDIVIDUALS, 

OR PUBLIC NUISANCE. 

• MATERIAL LIKELY TO SUBSTANTIALLY OBSTRUCT LAW ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNMENTAL FUNCTIONS, OR 

SERVICES. 

ADDENDUM : LEGAL UNDERSTANDING: OWNERSHIP, RIGHTS, AND CONTENT INTEGRITY 



A PROFOUND UNDERSTANDING OF LEGAL PRINCIPLES IS PIVOTAL, AS IT ENCOMPASSES BOTH KNOWING THE LAW AND 

ASSERTING ONE•S RIGHTS. THE CONCEPT OF OWNERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAMMING 
IS OF PARAMOUNT SIGNIFICANCE. IT IS IMPERATIVE TO UNDERSCORE THAT THE PRODUCER OF EACH PROGRAM RETAINS 

COMPLETE EDITORIAL CONTROL, RESPONSIBILITY, AND OWNERSHIP OVER THE CONTENT. CONGRESS HAS EXPLICITLY 

RESTRICTED CABLE OPERATORS FROM EXERTING " EDITORIAL CONTROL " OVER PEG PROGRAMMING. HOWEVER, THERE 

EXISTS A PROVISION THAT EMPOWERS CABLE OPERATORS TO DECLINE TRANSMISSION OF ANY PUBLIC ACCESS 

PROGRAM CONTAINING OBSCENITY, AS OUTLINED IN ID. §§531 (E), 544(D)(1). 

CLARIFICATION OF OBSCENITY THE 1974 LANDMARK CASE OF MILLER VS. CALIFORNIA, 413 U.S. 15.24, HAS LAID OUT A 

PRECISE DEFINITION OF OBSCENITY: A WORK THAT MEETS THE CRITERIA OF (1) APPEALING TO PRURIENT INTERESTS, (2) 

DEPICTING OR DESCRIBING SEXUAL CONDUCT IN A CONSPICUOUSLY OFFENSIVE MANNER, AND (3) LACKING 

SUBSTANTIAL ARTISTIC, POLITICAL, OR SCIENTIFIC VALUE. 

CRUCIALLY, THE FULFILLMENT  OF ALL THREE CRITERIA IS INDISPENSABLE FOR A WORK TO BE CLASSIFIED AS OBSCENE. 

CONTENT INTEGRITY AND COMPLIANCE TV23 HAS A RESOLUTE STANCE AGAINST ANY RESOURCE UNDER ITS PURVIEW 

BEING EMPLOYED FOR THE CREATION OR CABLECASTING OF MATERIAL CLASSIFIED AS OBSCENE UNDER NEW 

HAMPSHIRE TITLE LXLL CRIMINAL CODE SECTION 650:5 OBSCENE MATTER. FURTHERMORE, ANY CONTENT THAT 

WILLFULLY INFRINGES UPON COPYRIGHT OR LIBEL LAWS IS UNEQUIVOCALLY PROHIBITED. THESE STRINGENT POLICIES 

ALIGN WITH SECTION 2.04 OF THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL. 

CABLE COMMUNICATIONS POLICY ACT AND PRODUCER RIGHTS THE LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENT OF THE CABLE 

COMMUNICATIONS POLICY ACT OF 1984 HAS SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS. THIS ACT EMPOWERS FRANCHISING  

AUTHORITIES TO MANDATE THE AVAILABILITY OF CHANNEL CAPACITY FOR " PEG ACCESS PROGRAMMING ... 

IMPORTANTLY, CABLE OPERATORS ARE RESTRAINED FROM EXERCISING EDITORIAL CONTROL OVER ANY FORM OF 

PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL, OR GOVERNMENTAL USE OF CHANNEL CAPACITY, IN LINE WITH 47 U.S.C. 

§531. NOTABLY, LEACH V. MEDIACOM [2004] CLARIFIES THAT SECTION 531(E) DOES NOT CONFER RIGHTS UPON 

PRODUCERS OF PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAMS; RATHER, IT ENUMERATES PROHIBITED ACTIONS OF CABLE OPERATORS. THE 

UNDERLYING RIGHTS CONCERNING PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNELS EMANATE FROM FRANCHISE AGREEMENTS ESTABLISHED 

BETWEEN CABLE OPERATORS AND FRANCHISING AUTHORITIES. IT IS VITAL TO RECOGNIZE THAT SECTION 531 DOES NOT 

INTEND TO INSTITUTE A PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION IN FEDERAL COURT TO REDRESS THE RIGHTS OF THIRD-PARTY 

BENEFICIARIES OF THESE FRANCHISE AGREEMENTS. 

SAFEGUARDI NG COPYRIGHT THE PIVOTAL TITLE 17 U.S.C. § 101 UNDERSCORES COPYRIGHT PROTECTION FOR ORIGINAL 

WORKS OF AUTHORSHIP FIXED IN TANGIBLE MEDIUMS OF EXPRESSION. MPTS STAUNCHLY ADHERES TO COPYRIGHT 

REGULATIONS, ENSURING THAT NO PROGRAM PRODUCED OR SHOWN WITHIN ITS DOMAIN VIOLATES COPYRIGHT LAW. 

THIS ENCOMPASSES THE CAUTIOUS USE OF COPYRIGHTED MUSIC, TV, AND FILM CLIPS WITHOUT APPROPRIATE 

PERMISSION. EXCEPTIONS ARE MADE FOR INSTANCES WHERE THE PRODUCER CAN DEMONSTRATE " FAIR USE,"   IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH 

SEC. 107 OF THE US COPYRIGHT CODE. 

 

INTELLECTUAL  PROPERTY: UNDERSTANDING AND COMPLIANCE THE TENET OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IS ROOTED IN 

THE LEGAL REALM, GOVERNING  THE  PROTECTION AND  UTILIZATION  OF  PRODUCTS STEMMING FROM THE HUMAN 

INTELLECT. THIS ENCOMPASSES A WIDE SPECTRUM, INCLUDING MOVIES, MUSIC, BOOKS, ART, AND DOCUMENTED  



REPRESENTATIONS OF UNIQUE IDEAS. IFS CRUCIAL TO COMPREHEND THAT COPYRIGHT  LAW ENCOMPASSES VARIOUS 

FORMS OF EXPRESSION, SUCH AS WORDS, PICTURES, MOVIES, MUSIC, AND SOFTWARE. THE EASE OF ACCESSING 

MATERIALS ON THE WEB DOES NOT EQUATE TO LEGALITY. THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING A COPYRIGHT IS RELATIVELY 

STRAIGHTFORWARD UNDER U.S. LAW. THE SCOPE OF COPYRIGHT  PROTECTION EXTENDS TO ANY ORIGINAL AND 

CREATIVE WORK, REGARDLESS OF THE MEDIUM IT IS CREATED IN. THIS PROTECTION IS IMMEDIATE AND AUTOMATIC 

FROM THE MOMENT OF CREATION, BE IT ON PAPER OR ELECTRONICALLY. 

NAVIGATING FAIR USE AND COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT THE NOTION OF FAIR USE, AS EMBODIED IN SEC. 107 OF THE US 

COPYRIGHT CODE, FACILITATES THE LIMITED USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL FOR PURPOSES SUCH AS CRITICISM, 

COMMENT, NEWS REPORTING, TEACHING, SCHOLARSHIP, OR RESEARCH. KEY FACTORS IN DETERMINING FAIR USE 

ENCOMPASS THE PURPOSE AND CHARACTER OF THE USE, THE NATURE OF THE COPYRIGHTED WORK, THE AMOUNT 

USED, AND THE IMPACT ON THE POTENTIAL MARKET FOR THE COPYRIGHTED WORK. IFS IMPORTANT TO STRESS THAT 

PROVIDING CREDIT TO THE AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER DOES NOT ABSOLVE COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR PUBLIC FIGURES AND CONTENT INTEGRITY 

UNDERSTANDING THE INTRICACIES OF THE LAW AND ASSERTING YOUR RIGHTS IS ESSENTIAL, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT 

COMES TO MATTERS INVOLVING PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC FIGURES. THE FIRST AMENDMENT PLACES A DISTINCT 

BURDEN ON DEFAMATION PLAINTIFFS WHO FALL WITHIN THESE CATEGORIES. FOR A PUBLIC FIGURE PLAINTIFF, PROVING 

ACTUAL MALICE OR RECKLESS DISREGARD FOR THE TRUTH IS IMPERATIVE. 

HEIGHTENED BURDEN FOR PUBLIC FIGURES UNLIKE CASES INVOLVING THE GENERAL PUBLIC, WHERE A DEFAMATORY 

STATEMENT MUST BE SHOWN TO BE OBJECTIVELY FALSE OR KNOWN AS FALSE BY A " REASONABLE PERSON,"    PUBLIC 

FIGURE PLAINTIFFS FACE A MORE STRINGENT STANDARD. THEY ARE REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE 

DEFENDANT'S INTENT WAS MALICIOUS OR EXHIBITED RECKLESS DISREGARD FOR THE TRUTH. THIS PROVIDES 

DEFENDANTS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH THEIR GENUINE INTENT AND EFFORTS AS A DEFENSE. 

ESTABLISHING ACTUAL MALICE WITH CONVINCING CLARITY WHEN DEALING WITH PUBLIC OFFICIALS, PROVING ACTUAL 

MALICE OR RECKLESS DISREGARD FOR THE TRUTH NECESSITATES " CLEAR AND CONVINCING PROOF."     THIS ROBUST 

STANDARD  UNDERSCORES THE GRAVITY OF ESTABLISHING SUCH INTENT. 

DEFINING PUBLIC FIGURES A " PUBLIC FIGURE "   IS AN INDIVIDUAL OF SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC PROMINENCE, TO THE 

EXTENT THAT DISCUSSIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT THEM TRANSCEND PRIVATE MATTERS AND ASSUME THE CHARACTER 

OF A " PUBLIC CONCERN."   NOTABLY, THIS CATEGORIZATION APPLIES SPECIFICALLY TO THE SPHERE IN WHICH THE 

INDIVIDUAL HAS GAINED PROMINENCE. THERE ARE DISTINCT CATEGORIES OF PUBLIC FIGURES: 

. INVOLUNTARY PUBLIC FIGURES: INDIVIDUALS WHO ATTAIN PUBLIC FIGURE STATUS WITHOUT ACTIVELY SEEKING IT, 

OFTEN DUE TO THEIR SIGNIFICANT INVOLVEMENT IN SOCIETAL MATTERS. 

. ALWAYS PUBLIC FIGURES: INDIVIDUALS WITH SUBSTANTIAL INFLUENCE AND PERSUASIVE POWER, RENDERING THEM 

PUBLIC FIGURES IN ALL CONTEXTS. 

. PUBLIC FIGURES ON SPECIFIC ISSUES: INDIVIDUALS WHO DELIBERATELY THRUST THEMSELVES INTO PARTICULAR PUBLIC 

CONTROVERSIES WITH THE INTENTION TO IMPACT THE RESOLUTION OF THOSE ISSUES. 

 

NAVIGATING THE OPINION DEFENSE THE FIRST AMENDMENT SAFEGUARDS EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION FROM 

DEFAMATION CLAIMS. DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN OPINIONS AND FACTS RELIES ON VARIOUS CRITERIA: 



• THE STATEMENT PERTAINS TO MATTERS OF PUBLIC CONCERN. 

• THE STATEMENT ISN•T PROVABLY TRUE OR FALSE. 

• THE STATEMENT DOESN• T REASONABLY CONVEY ACTUAL FACTS ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL. 

PER NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LAW:   638:26-A FRAUDULENT USE OF DEEPFAKES. –  

I. IN THIS SECTION:  

(A) "ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE" OR "AI" MEANS THE ABILITY OF A MACHINE TO DISPLAY HUMAN-LIKE CAPABILITIES FOR 

COGNITIVE TASKS SUCH AS REASONING, LEARNING, PLANNING, AND CREATIVITY. AI SYSTEMS MAY ADAPT THEIR 

BEHAVIOR TO A CERTAIN DEGREE BY ANALYZING THE EFFECTS OF PREVIOUS ACTIONS AND OPERATING UNDER VARYING 

AND UNPREDICTABLE CIRCUMSTANCES WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT HUMAN OVERSIGHT.  

 

(B) "DEEPFAKE" MEANS A VIDEO, AUDIO, OR ANY OTHER MEDIA OF A PERSON IN WHICH HIS OR HER FACE, BODY, OR 

VOICE HAS BEEN DIGITALLY ALTERED SO THAT HE OR SHE APPEARS TO BE SOMEONE ELSE, HE OR SHE APPEARS TO BE 

SAYING SOMETHING THAT HE OR SHE HAS NEVER SAID, OR HE OR SHE APPEARS TO BE DOING SOMETHING THAT HE OR 

SHE HAS NEVER DONE.  

 

II. A PERSON IS GUILTY OF A CLASS B FELONY IF THE PERSON KNOWINGLY CREATES, DISTRIBUTES, OR PRESENTS ANY 

LIKENESS IN VIDEO, AUDIO, OR ANY OTHER MEDIA OF AN IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL THAT CONSTITUTES A DEEPFAKE 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF EMBARRASSING, HARASSING, ENTRAPPING, DEFAMING, EXTORTING, OR OTHERWISE CAUSING 

ANY FINANCIAL OR REPUTATIONAL HARM TO THE IDENTIFIABLE PERSON.  

 

III. IF A PERSON VIOLATES PARAGRAPH II, AND THE VIOLATION RESULTS IN AN IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL'S ARREST 

BASED ON THE CONTENT OF THE DEEPFAKE, THAT PERSON SHALL BE GUILTY OF A SEPARATE OFFENSE. THE LEVEL OF 

THE OFFENSE SHALL BE A CLASS B FELONY. THAT PERSON SHALL ALSO BE LIABLE TO THE IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL FOR 

HIS OR HER LEGAL EXPENSES AND THE COSTS OF HIS OR HER DEFENSE, OR TO THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE FOR THE 

SAME IF THE IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL IS INDIGENT AND THE COST OF DEFENSE HAS BEEN BORNE BY THE STATE OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.  

 

IV. THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:  

(A) AN INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE AS DEFINED IN 47 U.S.C. SECTION 230 FOR CONTENT PROVIDED BY ANOTHER 

PARTY.  

 

(B) ANY RADIO OR TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATION OR NETWORK, NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE, CABLE OR SATELLITE 

RADIO OR TELEVISION OPERATOR, PROGRAMMER, OR PRODUCER, INTERNET WEBSITE OR ONLINE PLATFORM, OR 

OTHER PERIODICAL THAT PUBLISHES, DISTRIBUTES OR BROADCASTS A DEEPFAKE PROHIBITED BY PARAGRAPH II AS PART 

OF A BONA FIDE NEWS REPORT, NEWSCAST, NEWS STORY, NEWS DOCUMENTARY OR SIMILAR UNDERTAKING IN WHICH 

THE DEEPFAKE IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT AND IN WHICH PUBLICATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR BROADCAST THERE IS 

CONTAINED A CLEAR ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT THERE ARE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE MATERIALS 

WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT.  

 

(C) ANY RADIO OR TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATION OR NETWORK, NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE, CABLE OR SATELLITE 

TELEVISION OPERATOR, INTERNET WEBSITE OR ONLINE PLATFORM, OR OTHER PERIODICAL WHEN SUCH ENTITY IS PAID 

TO PUBLISH, DISTRIBUTE OR BROADCAST AN ELECTION COMMUNICATION INCLUDING A DEEPFAKE PROHIBITED BY 

PARAGRAPH II, PROVIDED THAT THE ENTITY DOES NOT REMOVE OR MODIFY ANY DISCLAIMER PROVIDED BY THE 

CREATOR OR SPONSOR OF THE ELECTION COMMUNICATION.  

 

(D) A VIDEO, AUDIO OR ANY OTHER MEDIA THAT CONSTITUTES SATIRE OR PARODY OR THE PRODUCTION OF WHICH IS 

SUBSTANTIALLY DEPENDENT ON THE ABILITY OF ONE OR MORE INDIVIDUALS TO PHYSICALLY OR VERBALLY 

IMPERSONATE ANOTHER PERSON WITHOUT RELIANCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.  

 



V. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION ARE SEVERABLE. IF ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION OR ITS APPLICATION IS HELD 

INVALID, THAT INVALIDITY SHALL NOT AFFECT OTHER PROVISIONS OR APPLICATIONS THAT CAN BE GIVEN EFFECT 

WITHOUT THE INVALID PROVISION OR APPLICATION. 

 

 638:27 VENUE. – IF ANY ACT PERFORMED IN FURTHERANCE OF THE OFFENSES PROHIBITED BY RSA 638:26 OCCURS IN 

THIS STATE OR IF ANY VICTIM OF THE OFFENSES PROHIBITED BY RSA 638:26 RESIDES IN THIS STATE, THE OFFENSE SHALL 

BE DEEMED TO HAVE OCCURRED IN THIS STATE. 

 

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT OFFERS GUIDELINES TO DISCERN WHETHER A STATEMENT INTENDS TO CONVEY FACTUAL 

INFORMATION OR NOT. 

FACTORS INCLUDE THE LANGUAGE'S FIGURATIVE NATURE, ITS GENERAL CONTEXT, AND ITS SUSCEPTIBILITY TO BEING 

PROVEN TRUE OR FALSE. 

PRESERVING PRIVACY 1 PRIVACY, AS DEFINED BY THE RIGHT TO BE LEFT ALONE, IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE. 

ELEMENTS OF INVASION OF PRIVACY ENCOMPASS INTRUSION UPON SECLUSION, PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF NON-

NEWSWORTHY FACTS, FALSE LIGHT, AND MISAPPROPRIATION OF NAME OR LIKENESS. THE LEVEL OF PRIVACY 

EXPECTATION CAN VARY BASED ON LOCATION. 

ADDRESSING INDECENCY & OBSCENITY CONTENT FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FCC) REGULATIONS 

ADDRESS INDECENT PROGRAMMING AND ITS SAFE HARBOR PROVISIONS. INDECENT CONTENT DEPICTS EXPLICIT SEXUAL 

OR EXCRETORY REFERENCES, FALLING SHORT OF OBSCENITY. WHILE THESE STANDARDS TRADITIONALLY  APPLY TO 

BROADCASTERS, IFS ESSENTIAL TO CONSIDER THEIR RELEVANCE IN CABLE ACCESS TV. 

MPTS NEITHER PREVIEWS NOR REVIEWS PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAMMING, RESPECTING THE PRINCIPLE OF " PRIOR 

RESTRAINT." PRODUCERS ARE EXPECTED TO EXERCISE RESPONSIBILITY AND REPORT POTENTIALLY INAPPROPRIATE 

CONTENT. MPTS RETAINS THE RIGHT TO RESTRICT CABLECAST PROGRAMMING CONTAINING EXCESSIVE VIOLENCE, 

OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE, NUDITY, OR EXPLICIT MATERIAL. 

THESE RESTRICTIONS TYPICALLY APPLY AFTER MIDNIGHT AND BEFORE 5:00 AM, AIMING TO CREATE A SAFE VIEWING 

ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL AUDIENCES. 

 

CONTENT RESTRICTIONS AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

WITHIN THE REALM OF CONTENT REGULATIONS, IFS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE DISTINCT CATEGORIES OF RESTRICTED 

CONTENT AND THE LEGAL STANDARDS THAT GOVERN THEM. UPHOLDING COMMUNITY STANDARDS AND ADHERING TO 

CONSTITUTIONAL PARAMETERS ARE PIVOTAL IN MAINTAINING RESPONSIBLE PROGRAMMING. 

MILD ADULT CONTENT: TARGETING MATURE AUDIENCES, THIS CATEGORY MAY BE AIRED BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 5:00 

AM. IT ENCOMPASSES SPORADIC PROFANITY, MILD VIOLENCE, AND NON- SEXUAL/NON-EROTIC BRIEF FRONTAL NUDITY. 

ANALOGOUS TO STRONGER MPAA PG-13 AND SOME MILD R-RATED CONTENT, THIS CATEGORY ALIGNS WITH CERTAIN 

NETWORK BROADCAST AND CABLECAST TV PROGRAMMING  POST-MIDNIGHT. 

STRONG ADULT CONTENT: INTENDED FOR MATURE AUDIENCES, THIS CONTENT MAY INCLUDE CONSTITUTIONALLY 

PROTECTED INDECENT SPEECH. AIRING BETWEEN 1:00 AM AND 4:00 AM, IT INVOLVES ULTRA PROFANE LANGUAGE OR 

PERSISTENT DEPICTIONS OF NUDITY. 



COMPARABLE TO STRONGER MPAA R, NC-17, AND X-RATED CONTENT, AS WELL AS SELECT CABLE TV PAY-CHANNELS, 

THIS CONTENT REQUIRES CAREFUL  HANDLING.. 

ENCOURAGING FREE SPEECH AND EXPRESSION: ENCOUNTERING CONTROVERSIAL CONTENT SHOULD INSPIRE OPEN 

DIALOGUE RATHER THAN CENSORSHIP. SILENCE ISN'T THE ANSWER; FOSTERING DISCOURSE AND COUNTER-

PROGRAMMING IS. MPTS IS CONSTRAINED BY LAW FROM IMPOSING CENSORSHIP OR CONTENT CONTROL. THOSE WHO 

DISAGREE WITH CERTAIN PROGRAMMING ARE ENCOURAGED TO PRODUCE COUNTER-CONTENT PRESENTING OPPOSING 

VIEWPOINTS. 

ILLEGAL OR OBSCENE PROGRAMMING: CONSTITUTIONAL BOUNDS ARE CLEAR: MATERIAL CLASSIFIED AS LEGALLY 

OBSCENE, SUCH AS HARDCORE PORNOGRAPHY (XXX), IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED FROM CABLECAST ON PUBLIC ACCESS 

CHANNELS. THIS MATERIAL LACKS CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTION AND ITS CABLECAST IS UNLAWFUL. 

PRODUCING OR AIRING SUCH CONTENT MAY RESULT IN LEGAL PROSECUTION. 

MAINTAINING PRIVACY AND COMMUNITY STANDARDS: PRIVACY EXPECTATIONS VARY BY LOCATION, INFLUENCING THE 

DEGREE OF INTRUSION ONE MIGHT EXPERIENCE. LOCAL RESTRICTIONS AND COMMUNITY STANDARDS CARRY 

SIGNIFICANCE. ACKNOWLEDGING COMMUNITY STANDARDS AS PARAMOUNT, IFS ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE 

PROGRAMMING ALIGNS WITH THESE NORMS. 

THE MILLER TEST: THE U.S. SUPREME COURT DEVISED THE MILLER TEST TO DISCERN WHETHER SPEECH OR EXPRESSION 

QUALIFIES AS OBSCENE AND IS THUS UNPROTECTED BY THE FIRST AMENDMENT. 

THIS TEST COMPRISES THREE COMPONENTS: 

1. THE AVERAGE PERSON, APPLYING CONTEMPORARY COMMUNITY STANDARDS, PERCEIVES THE WORK AS 

APPEALING TO PRURIENT INTEREST. 

2. THE WORK PORTRAYS SEXUAL CONDUCT OR EXCRETORY FUNCTIONS IN A PATENTLY OFFENSIVE MANNER AS 

DEFINED BY APPLICABLE STATE 

LAW. 

3. THE WORK LACKS SERIOUS LITERARY, ARTISTIC, POLITICAL, OR SCIENTIFIC VALUE (THE SLAPS TEST). 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS AND FREE EXPRESSION: THE MILLER TEST'S RELIANCE ON COMMUNITY STANDARDS ALLOWS 

FOR LOCAL INTERPRETATIONS, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT WHAT IS OFFENSIVE CAN VARY ACROSS DIFFERENT LOCALES. THE 

AVERAGE PERSON•S PERSPECTIVE IS KEY IN ASSESSING OFFENSIVENESS. 

  

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED (FCFS) PRINCIPLE: THE FCFS RULE, ORIGINATING FROM AN FCC REGULATION AND EXISTING 

TACITLY IN MANY LOCALES, EMPHASIZES EQUITABLE ACCESS TO PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNELS. ENSURING THAT PUBLIC 

ACCESS ADHERES TO THIS PRINCIPLE ALIGNS WITH THE INTENT BEHIND THE CABLE ACT. 

STATEMENT OF NON- DISCRIMINATION: UPHOLDING INCLUSIVITY, NO INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP SHALL BE DENIED ACCESS 

TO MPTS BASED ON FACTORS LIKE RACE, COLOR, SEX, DISABILITY, RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL BELIEFS, OR SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION. 

 

- END OF DOCUMENT - 


